ABTRACT: Ethanolic extracts of Ailanthus exceisa (AE). Toddalia asiatica (TA) and
INTRODUCTION
Udhagamandalm (Anglicized as Ooty), -is considered to be a veritable paradise for ethno-pharmacological studies because of its rich diversified flora, its occupancy by aboriginal tribal groups of anthropological significance. The Nilgiri district consists all in all group namely the Todas, Kotas, Kurumbas, Irulas, Paniyas and Kattunayakkas.
Ethno-pharmacology however, aims to study of pharmacological properties of the medicinal plants that are in vogue in the traditional system of medicine as practiced by the primitive groups. The leaves of the plant A.bidwilii is used as a cure of insomnia in children by the Lahu tribals of Northern Thailand (Anderson, 1986) . Documented source of literature in regard to ethno-pharmacological studies of medicinal plants from the Nilgiri district is not exhaustive. Some of the earlier reports are worth mentioning at this juncture (Abraham, 1981 & 1991 , Dhanasekaran, 1993 & 1994 , Raghunathan, 1978 , Rajan & Sethuraman, 1991 . As the available data is skimpy, the present study is undertaken to screen anti-pyretic activity of three plants namely, AE, TA and AB used by the Kotas, Irulas and the Lahu tribals of Northern Thailand in their medicinal ethos.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The plants Ailanthus excelsa (Simaroubiaceae).
Toddalia asiatica (Rutaceae) and Araucaria bidwillii (Araucariceae) were collected from the Nilgiri district, Tamil Nadu. They were identified and authenticated by one of us (SR). Voucher specimens of all the plants were deposited in the Department of pharmacology, J.S.S. College of Pharmacy. Udhagamandalam for future reference. The fresh samples of plant materials such as root, stem, leaves and oleoresin were collected. They were subjected to standard methods of processing for them to produce samples suitable for pharmacological testing as per the method detailed by us elsewhere (Dhanasekaran et al., 1993 & 94) . Oleoresin, a gummy exudates collected from A.bidwillii was subjected to cold maceration in ethanol for 48 hrs, as a measure to prevent deterioration of plant constituents at low temperature below 40 -50 c. Preliminary phytochemical screening has been done a recommended (Farnsworth 1966 ).
Anti-pyretic activity in female albino rats:
Healthy adult wistar strain rats were maintained at room temperature and natural daylight and fed with water ad-libitum. The ethanolic fractions of all the extracts were tested for anti-pyretic activity in yeast induced experimental hyperthermic test model in the laboratory. Female albino rats weighing 170 -200 gm. were given s.c. 20% w/v suspension of yeast and the anti-pyretic activity tested as per the method (Robert Turner 1965) . Control temperatures were recorded after 24 hrs of yeast injection to determine the hyperthermic response to the yeast. Temperature recorded before 1 hr of drug administration served as control. The plant extracts were suspended in 2% gum Acacia for oral administration to the test animals after injecting the yeast. The rectal temperatures were recorded at 0,30, 60, 90, 120 and 24 hrs, using Shan lab digital telethermometer. Six animals were used in each group. Acute Toxicity Study: Graded doses of plant extracts were orally administered in adult albino rats of either sex in groups of 20 animals (5 M : 5F) kept in a transparent Perspex observation chamber at room temperature. Morality was observed for 24 hrs. 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

